
05 MANGALURU 20�02�2026FRIDAY

Forest personnel to guard 
forest fringes to prevent fire
Extra attention is being paid to ensure the safety of the forest fringes

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madikeri

AHEAD of  the summer season, 
the forest department is taking 
measures to control forest fires 
across Kodagu district. Extra 
attention is being paid to en-
sure the safety of  the forest 
fringes lining the highways, 
even as over 60 forest personnel 
will monitor and ensure safety 
across these fringes.

The forest regions across the 
Annekadu and Thithimathi-
Anechowkuru are more vul-
nerable to accidental forest 
fires in the district, as these for-
est fringes are lined beside Na-
tional Highways. As small as a 
cigarette bud can spark forest 
fires in these regions, and extra 
precautions have been taken to 

curb the same. The department 
has completed drawing fire 
lines by these forest fringes, 
and additional staff  have been 
deployed across these fringes to 
monitor safety measures.

“In view of  the increasing 
forest areas in the Mattigodu 
forest area and Chennangi 
area, an additional 65 fire 
watchmen and 5 watchtowers 
have been constructed,” con-
firmed Devaraj, Mathigodu 
RFO. He explained that senior 
officers are conducting a beat 
regularly to monitor arrange-
ments to curb forest fires. The 
department has deployed ‘fire 
watchmen’ who will monitor 
the ongoing situation across 
the highway lining the forest 
fringes. These watchmen will 
curb unnecessary parking of  

vehicles by the roadside and 
also alert the department in 
case of  an accidental fire. The 
deployed watchmen will also 
curb increased cases of  litter-
ing by the forest fringes. The 
RFO confirmed that these fire 
personnel have been deployed 
every 200 meters on the Ane-
chowkuru-Hunsuru route, lin-
ing the forest.

In case of  an accidental fire 
in the forest area,  fire brigade 
vehicles will be deployed from 
Gonikoppal at the earliest. How-
ever, to avoid the delay, a fire 
brigade team has been deployed 
in front of  the Mathigodu For-
est Office. Similarly, fire lines 
have been drawn across other 
forest regions in the district, in-
cluding Kushalnagar and 
Somwarpet regions.

‘Fire Watchmen’ guard the Anechowkuru-Hunsuru route to prevent parking of vehicles as a precautionary measure to curb fire

Second cruise vessel of season 
arrives at New Mangalore Port
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

NEW Mangalore Port received 
the second cruise vessel of  the 
current cruise season, M S Is-
land Sky. The vessel, sailing un-
der the Bahamas flag and man-
aged by Salen Ship Management 
AB, arrived at the Port at  
7.30 am from Mormugao.

The cruise ship arrived with 
95 passengers and 70 crew mem-
bers and received a warm tra-
ditional welcome at the port’s 
Cruise Terminal. Extensive 
preparations were made by 
NMPA and all stakeholders to 
ensure a seamless and delight-
ful experience for the visiting 
tourists. In addition, a medita-
tion centre set up by the Minis-
try of  AYUSH, free Wi-Fi con-
nectivity provided by NMPA, 
and a selfie stand depicting 
Mangaluru’s Yakshagana art 
form installed by the Ministry 
of  Tourism added unique expe-
riential value for the cruise 
passengers.

Passengers undertook guid-
ed tours to prominent destina-
tions in and around Mangalu-
r u ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ku d r o l i 
Gokarnath Temple, St Aloysius 
Chapel, local markets, and Ka-
lbavi Cashew Factory. 

To ensure a smooth immigra-
tion process for the large 
number of  arriving passengers, 

NMPA undertook advanced 
planning and coordination, sig-
nificantly reducing waiting 
times and enhancing the over-
all passenger experience.

After a successful port call, 
the cruise vessel departed at 1 
pm, with passengers carrying 
fond memories and enriching 
experiences of  their visit to 
Mangaluru.

“The arrival of  cruise ves-

sels highlights the Port’s grow-
ing role in promoting cruise 
tourism and boosting the local 
economy. The New Mangalore 
Port Authority remains com-
mitted to providing world-class 
infrastructure and seamless 
passenger experience to 
strengthen the region’s posi-
tion as an emerging cruise 
tourism destination,” said a re-
lease from NMPA.

SDPI demands reactivation of 
cancelled BPL cards in Kodagu
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madikeri

THE Kodagu district SDPI members 
have demanded that the state reactivate 
all the cancelled Below Poverty Level 
(BPL) cards in the district. Addressing 
a press conference in Madikeri on 
Thursday, the party members claimed 
that over 4500 BPL cards have been 
withdrawn by the state in the district 
and demanded that they be returned to 
the residents.

“Civil service, poverty 
eradication, food, health 
security, education, and 
employment promotion 
are the responsibility of  
every gover nment,” 
opined Ameen Mohisin, 
District President of  
SDPI. He explained that 
the central government identifies those 
with a family income of  less than Rs 8 
lakh per annum as the Economically 
Weaker Section and said, “However, the 
state is cancelling the BPL cards on the 
guidelines that the family earns an an-
nual income of  over Rs 1.2 lakh. This is 
not justifiable.” He added that this rule 
of  the state government was against the 
civil service. He alleged that the state 
has cancelled the BPL cards on the pre-
text of  guarantee schemes and demand-
ed that the 4500 BPL cards that have 

been cancelled in the district be reacti-
vated. “All cancelled BPL cards must be 
returned immediately,” he demanded.

Meanwhile, the party put forth vari-
ous demands before the state for the 
overall development of  the district. He 
demanded a special package of  Rs 500 
crore for the district in the upcoming 
state budget. He also demanded the 
sanction of  Rs 2500 crore funds for the 
development of  tourism across Kodagu. 

Further, the SDPI de-
manded a railway con-
nection to the district, 
“The Railway Project 
from Mysuru to Kushal-
nagar has been cancelled 
due to the rivalry be-
tween the state and the 
central government,” 
Ameen alleged. He de-

manded that in the upcoming budget, 
the Karnataka government should al-
locate the funds required for the railway 
project in Kodagu and start the land ac-
quisition process. The other demands 
included an air ambulance, funds to 
curb human-animal conflict, a plan to 
prevent pollution to the River Cauvery, 
and immediate resolution of  the exist-
ing C and D Land issue in the district. 
“Rs 15,000 crore should be allocated for 
the development of  minorities,” he 
demanded. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

HOME Minister Dr G Para-
meshwara inaugurated a dedi-
cated Police Outpost at Man-
galuru International Airport 
on Wednesday.  Strategically lo-
cated adjacent to the airport’s 
exit toll gate, the facility is de-
signed to ensure a continuous 
police presence at a critical ac-
cess point, enabling swift ac-
tion in the event of  any securi-
ty or law-and-order situation.
Spread across 1,650 square feet, 
the two-floor outpost houses a 
holding cell, two workstation 
rooms, and an office on the 
ground floor. The first floor 
comprises a lounge and a dedi-
cated landside control room to 
strengthen monitoring of  ve-
hicular movement and public 
areas outside the terminal 
building. A release from the 
MIA said that with passenger 
traffic steadily rising and airport 
operations becoming increas-
ingly complex, strengthening 
landside vigilance has become 
increasingly important. The new 
outpost complements the exist-
ing police check post near the en-
try toll gate, creating integrated 
coverage of  both entry and exit 
points and enhancing deterrence 
against unlawful activities. The 
initiative is expected to strength-
en coordination between various 
authorities.

MIA gets 
dedicated 
Police Outpost

Passengers of M S Island Sky cruise deboarding at the New Mangalore Port |  EXPRESS

M S ISLAND SKY ANCHORED

The arrival of cruise vessels highlights the Port’s growing role in 
promoting cruise tourism and boosting the local economy. We are 
committed to providing seamless passenger experience

New Mangalore Port Authority

CYCLOTHON FLAGGED OFF
Dakshina Kannada Deputy Commissioner Darshan H V and Mangaluru City Police Commissioner  

Sudheer Kumar Reddy during the flagging off of CISF’s ‘Vande Mataram Coastal Cyclothon’ at Panambur 
Beach on Thursday. The cyclathon which arrrived in Mangaluru on Wednesday proceeded towards Kochi 

for the next leg, promoting national unity, fitness awareness and public engagement. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

NAXAL MAHESH PRODUCED BEFORE COURT
MANGALURU:  Naxal Mahesh alias Jayanna alias John(49), who was arrested on 
charges of distributing pro-Naxal pamphlets at Kutlur in Belthangady in 2012, was
produced before a Belthangady court on Thursday. Mahesh, who is lodged at a 
Trissur prison for the last six months, was brought to the court amid tight security. 
Mahesh hails from Raichur district, and he was accused of distributing pro-Naxal 
pamphlets in Venoor Police Station limits. Mahesh had also surrendered along with 
other Naxals last year. ENS

Madikeri:  A herd of wild elephants attacked a moving 
car during the night hours on Wednesday. The incident 
was reported on Mysuru Road in Siddapura. The driver 
of the car, luckily, escaped unhurt.


